Alaska is at the forefront of global warming, and thus
it is important for Alaskans to prepare for and adapt
to the changing climate and associated environmental changes to avoid severe impacts.

Alaska: Ground Zero for
Climate Change

A momentous occasion:
At the 53rd Alaska Federation of Natives convention
in 2019, AFN delegates approved a measure declaring a state of emergency in Alaska over climate
change. The resolution was authored by young participants in the Elders and Youth conference, and
also called for the creation of a leadership task force
focused on climate action. This has great impacts for
Alaska and moving to adapt to climate change.
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There is no “one-size-fits-all” strategy when adapting
to climate change. Tribal governments, scientists,
local residents, boroughs, and state and national governments will all have to work together to build adaptation solutions that meet local needs and priorities.
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The Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the
planet, according to a 2004 Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report.
The effects of global warming in Alaska are significant. The dramatic temperature changes are already
causing the landscape to change faster than anywhere else in the United States, threatening infrastructure, wildlife, and Native Alaskan culture.
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burned annually is projected to double by 2050.
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